
East Redstone Construction,
Parking Top Town Agenda
As I write this, our staff and equipment are finally settling into our new Town Hall.  If you haven’t seen

it yet, I invite you to come over to 314 Hwy 33 and look over the facility that is going to serve us well

into the future.  I am very proud of all the board members and the employees who put in countless

hours into making this a reality.

Road improvements are on the

agenda this summer for East Redstone

Road:  We will be doing a major

reconstruct of the pavement from

Hedrich Road to the Town line,

including the sharp corner north of

Heron Court.  We intend to shave off

some material from sharp corner to

improve the visibility and also to

improve to slope of the curve.  This

portion will receive a new blacktop mat

upon completion. We will also be doing

some seal-coating in a number of other

areas along East Redstone.  Another

major inlet road scheduled for repair is

Douglas Road, which will also receive

seal-coating.  I appreciate your patience

and consideration of the road crews

during these times.

Another continuing problem is the

parking of vehicles along the roadside,

particularly by local contractors.  Please

remember that you cannot park within

15 feet of the roadway centerline.  This

is a major safety concern, and we

intend to enforce it this summer.

Believe it or not, we have even had

contractors parking houses in the

roadway overnight and some think it’s a neat place to pile gravel and material for construction!

Please help us to keep the roadways clear for everyone, including our fire and rescue personnel.

I am very confident that you will see a noticeable improvement in the law enforcement on the

lakes this summer as we have added a number of part-time patrol officers. We have an hired excellent

administrative officer in charge of making this happen, Officer Joe Pratner.  If you have not met him

yet, I encourage you to do so, but not for the wrong reason!  We want to make sure the lake is a safe

place for everyone to enjoy. Have a safe summer! S

Protection
Connection

LA K E  R E D S T O N E  PR O T E C T I O N  D I S T R I C T  l  SPRING 2009

by Cal Brey, Town of LaValle Chair

LaValle Forms Lakes Committee

The Town of LaValle recently formed a Lakes

Committee “to research, advise, and/or

recommend policy changes to the town board

regarding lake issues.”

Dave Fuhrmann and Marcia Mercier represent Lake

Redstone on the new body, while Tim Helgeson

and Joan Whitehurst represent Dutch Hollow Lake.

Town supervisors Karen Geitz, Josh Ziegler, and

Bev Vaillancourt (Chair) fill out the group’s roster.

At their first meeting on May 5, the committee

identified the following priorities:

lllllProposed no-ski ordinance north of the

Section 11 boat landing;

lllllLake signage;

lllllImproved education on rules and safety;

lllllEnforcement of state law and local

ordinances;

lllllNoise;

lllllEmergency slow no-wake standards; and

lllllBoat landings.

Meetings are open to the public and input from

lake residents is encouraged.  For more

information, contact Vaillancourt at 985-8180 or

bv@mwt.net.

PR O T E C T I O N  D I S T R I C T

P.O. BOX 313

LAVALLE, WI 53941

Take a Stake in Your Lake!
Here are a few simple ways you can help

enhance Lake Redstone and

protect your property investment:

lllllEstablish a rain garden;

lllllUse low- or no-phosphate

detergents;

lllllEnsure proper maintenance of

your septic system;

lllllKeep hard surface on your

property to a minimum;

lllllChoose zero phosphorus fertilizer

or use no fertilizer at all;

lllllProperly dispose of household

hazardous wastes and medicines;

lllllProtect your property from soil

erosion by maintaining

shoreline buffers;

lllllKeep garden refuse, grass

clippings, leaves, pet waste, and

campfire ashes out of the water;

and

lllllDon’t feed the geese.

You can learn more at:

lllllwww.dnr.wi.gov/org/water/fhp/lakes/

lllllwww.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/

lllllwww.wisconsinlakes.org/

A volunteer invasive species program at Lake Redstone would

promote water resource stewardship by

actively involving individuals in

preventing the spread of aquatic invasive

species that can harm our ecosystem,

economy, and recreational opportunities.

Such a program would support:

l Watercraft inspections for

aquatic invasive species; and

l Communication with the public

about the laws and issues surrounding

the existence, spread, and impact of

invasive species.

These are just two of the methods that volunteers can

employ to help protect and educate those who visit Lake

Redstone or call it home.

Lake Redstone became infested with Eurasian water-

milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) in 1989.  The District employs

an aquatic management plan to control this invasive.  There is

an investment of time—as well as money—to implement this

plan and keep this destructive plant under control.

Zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) are another threat

looming on the horizon.   Native to the Caspian Sea region,

these tiny mollusks hitchhiked to North America in ballast

water in the late 1980s and are now moving to inland

Wisconsin waters from Lake Michigan.  While zebra mussels

have not been spotted at Lake

Redstone, the District has been

monitoring for them.  More and more

neighboring lakes do have them,

including Lake Wisconsin, Lake

Monona, Castle Rock Lake, Lake

Petenwell, and Lake Ripley.

Why are zebra mussels a threat?

A single mussel can filter a quart of

water per day. They feed primarily on

phytoplankton, leaving zooplankton

and small fish less to eat and thereby

decreasing the food supply for larger

fish.  Mussels can also clog the intakes on boat engines and

intake pipes of utilities and their sharp shells can cut the feet of

beach walkers.  Do you want them in Lake Redstone?

If your answer is “no,” I invite you to become a Clean

Boats, Clear Water volunteer.  Your effort could make a big

difference!  In exchange for a few hours of time each summer,

you’ll help protect the lake we share and treasure.  Training and

supplies are provided, and it’s also an opportunity to network

and meet new people.

For more information, contact me at 608-827-5554

(home), 608-985-8027 (lake), or pbondhus@charter.net.S

Volunteer Invasive Species Effort Urged
by Priscilla Bondhus, LRPD Commissioner

Zebra mussels can also

clog the intakes on boat

engines and intake pipes

of utilities and their sharp

shells can cut the feet of

beach walkers.

Do you want them

in Lake Redstone?



Busy Winter Eases
into Summer
by Jim Mercier, LRPD Chair

W
ELCOME BACK TO ALL the snow birds for another relaxing and

fun-filled summer on the Lake!  From the looks of it, those of us that

stayed here all year wintered well, also.

Many things have happened on and off the lake in the past six months.

Concerning the Town of LaValle, the new Town Hall and garage have been

completed and are now in use.  Most of the road repairs caused by the flood

last year have been repaired, and we now have two new Town Board members, Bev

Vaillancourt and Josh Ziegler.

On the Protection District side, we are working with the Township on the

Morningdove project, which was washed into the bay during last year’s June flooding.

We also continue to work on the Critical Habitat Designation with the Department of

Natural Resources.  This spring, I plan to tour the areas around the Lake and try to

pinpoint any potential problems (e.g., washouts), consider remedies such as new

retention ponds, and check to see if repairs are needed to earlier projects that the

District was involved with.

We are also working with the Township’s new Lakes Committee to draft a letter

to Sauk County to get the slow-no-wake designation for high water back under

Township control, instead of having to go through the sheriff’s office each time the

water is high.  This would include setting the level at which the entire lake would be

considered slow-no-wake because of high water, and also at what point the

designation would be lifted and activities could return to normal.

Sauk County is also doing a study of the Lake Redstone dam to evaluate what,

if any, repairs may be needed.  Funding is included for any necessary repairs in the

2010 county budget.

We’re also proud to announce the debut of LRPD’s own web page!  At this

time, it is in its infant stage but we will be adding more in the near future.  We hope to

include meeting dates, publications and articles from the Wisconsin Association of

Lakes, details on what the Protection District is doing to maintain and improve the

quality of Lake Redstone, plus other links that we feel may be helpful to area

residents.  You can learn more at www.lakeredstonepd.org.

In closing, I would like to strongly

encourage each and every one of you to

attend the Town Board and the Protection

District meetings whenever you can.  By

attending these meetings, you will find out

firsthand what is happening in the Township

and around Lake Redstone, and not have to

rely on rumors from morning coffee clutches,

the local watering holes, and even scuttlebutt

at the local recycling site.  All these meetings

are open to the general public.  Please attend

whenever you can—it’s the easiest way to

distinguish what is fact from what is fiction.

Lake Redstone
Protection District

Protecting and rehabilitating
the water quality of
Lake Redstone for its
residents and the public.

Board of Directors

Jim Mercier, Chair

(608) 985-8218

mercijm@mwt.net

Dave Starin, Vice-Chair

(847) 695-0204

(608) 985-7702, Lake

davestarin@wowway.com

Warren D. Frank, Secretary

(608) 985-7455

warrenfrank@msn.com

Calvin J. Maurer, Treasurer

(608) 985-7999

calshir@mwt.net

Priscilla Bondhus, Commissioner

(608) 827-5554

(608) 985-8027, Lake

pbondhus@charter.net

Cal Brey,

Town of LaValle Representative

(608) 393-9867

brey@mwt.net

Linda Borleske,

Sauk County Representative

(608) 524-2509

lborleske@co.sauk.wi.us

Protection Connection edited by

Rob Nelson

(608) 356-7662

unkierob@merr.com

-Jim

Save the Date!

LRPD Annual Meeting

Saturday, August 1.
Watch your mailbox for more

details on this important chance

to share news and views with

your Lake Redstone neighbors.
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Action this spring by the Wisconsin Legislature to restrict the sale and use of phosphorus

fertilizer could pay big dividends for Lake Redstone and other Wisconsin waters.

Introduced in January and signed by Governor Jim Doyle in April, the “Clean Lakes

Bill” makes it illegal either to sell or apply lawn fertilizer containing phosphorus, except under

the following circumstances:

l When applied during the first growing season to establish new turf from seed or sod;

l If a laboratory test shows the soil is deficient in phosphorus; or

l On lands used for agricultural production.

Retail shops could no longer display fertilizer containing

phosphorus, though they may keep stock on hand for customers

who specifically request it under one of the exceptions above.

Passed unanimously by both the Assembly and the

Senate, the new law takes effect in April, 2010 and was strongly

backed by the Wisconsin Association of Lakes.  Dane County

and Minnesota both enacted similar restrictions in 2005.

“The Clean Lakes Bill is an important step forward toward

cleaning up our lakes,” said Rep. Spencer Black, Chair of the

Assembly Natural Resources Committee, in a press release.

“Phosphorus in lawn fertilizer contributes to harmful algae and

weed growth in many Wisconsin lakes and degrades water

quality.  Additional phosphorus is unnecessary for healthy

lawns.  Most soil in Wisconsin already contains far more

phosphorus than is necessary for turf growth.”S

Phosphorus Fertilizer
Ban Set for 2010

NRB Passes New Invasives Rules
The Natural Resources Board in April unanimously
approved a new statewide science-based
classification system for invasive species.

Developed with advice from the Wisconsin Invasive
Species Council, the new rule (N.R. 40), identifies
terrestrial and aquatic invasive species which threaten
Wisconsin ecosystems as either Prohibited or
Restricted:

Restricted species, such as Eurasian watermilfoil,
curly-leaf pondweed, and zebra mussels, are already
established in the state, but may not be legally
transported, transferred, or introduced.  Possession of
restricted fish and crayfish is also banned.

Prohibited species, like Asian carp and quagga
mussels, are not currently found in the state (or its
inland waters), but could potentially cause significant
harm to the environment, the economy, or human
health if introduced.  The rule will now ban their
possession.

The rule also requires citizens to take “reasonable
precautions” to prevent the spread of invasive
species, including requirements to remove aquatic
plants and animals and drain water from vehicles,
boats, trailers, and other equipment upon removal
from the water.

“This rule represents significant progress towards
comprehensive statewide efforts to prevent and
manage invasive species,” said Tami Jackson,
communications director with the Wisconsin
Association of Lakes.

Pending a legislative review, N.R. 40 is expected to
take effect later this fall.  For a full list of the 113
classified species, exemptions to the restrictions, and
more details, visit www.dnr.wi.gov/invasives/

classification/.

Slow-No-Wake Bill Awaits
Governor’s Signature

A measure to impose a “slow-no-wake” restriction on

motorboats operating within 100 feet of any lakeshore passed

the Wisconsin Legislature this spring and will become law next

year if signed by Governor Jim Doyle.

The legislation, Senate Bill 12, includes a provision that

allows lake protection districts and other local government units

to enact exemptions to the new rule.

Current law limits motorboats to slow-no-wake speed

within 100 feet of structures (such as piers) and buoyed

restricted areas.  Personal watercraft are already required to

operate at slow-no-wake speed within 200 feet of shore.

The bill, which passed the Senate on a voice vote and

cleared the Assembly by a margin of 70-27, would take effect

seven months after being signed into law.  Carrie Kahn, spokes-

person for Sen. Robert Jauch, the bill’s author, said she expects

Doyle to sign the measure sometime this summer in order for it

to be in place for the 2010 boating season.

“This is currently a huge issue at Lake Redstone,” wrote LRPD Secretary Warren Frank,

who has already received a number of calls on both sides of the complicated topic.  “Although

no one wants to cause problems, the narrow nature of some of the more popular waterskiing

areas make it very difficult for even one boat to travel at wake speed and not cause wave

action that can disrupt nearby residents, piers, and other boaters, as well as impact shoreline

erosion and lake bottom habitat.  Should the Governor sign this bill, it is likely that local

governments will revisit and update their ordinances related to this topic.”S



Gary Herritz (above) has been “fishing longer than I can remember”

and credits his uncle Brian for turning him on to this great pastime.

A consistent top-ten finisher in local bass and walleye contests and

frequent instructor at area youth fishing clinics,

he currently manages the sporting goods department

at Hartje’s, and welcomes your questions

at 608-985-8124.

There is also a wealth of fishing information available on the Internet.

A few good sites to explore include:

www.dnr.wi.gov/fish,

www.lake-link.com, and

www.travelwisconsin.com.

Walleye: Most of the walleye I catch in Redstone are in

shallow water, usually less than 10 feet . . . sometimes less than 5

feet.  When a walleye is in water that shallow, it is there for one

reason: food.  Other spots I like to fish are flats that are adjacent to the creek channel, as

these fish are usually in feeding mode as well.  To target walleye, I like to throw deep

diving crank baits in water over 10 feet and a spinner bait in shallower water, though I’ve

caught them on just about every bait in between. Some folks like to troll, and that can be

a good option as well, since it allows you to cover a lot of water.

A
S WE ENTER JUNE, MY FOCUS is mainly on game fish,

including smallmouth and largemouth bass, walleye, and

also musky.  With the late spring we had this year, early- to mid-

June should make for some great action on this wonderful lake.  Please

remember to take only what you need, and release the rest to preserve the

great resource we have in Lake Redstone.  Take someone new fishing this

year and introduce them to the sport, especially children, as they are the

future of this great pastime!  I’ll break down how I fish Lake Redstone during

the summer months by species:

on Lake Redstone

Catching the

Big One

STOP AQUATIC

HITCHHIKERS!

Pan-fish: Crappie and blue gill in the summer months can still be

found shallow, though I find larger schools in somewhat deeper water,

usually around the 20-25 foot range.  I like to key in on areas that are

adjacent to spawning areas, usually on the points on either side of a well-known

spawning location.  I especially like areas that meet these criteria and also have some

structure to go along with it, as these fish need protection from the larger game fish

looking for an easy meal.  My favorite baits are the same ones I use ice fishing, but on a

somewhat larger scale.  This includes jigs like lil’ nippers and flu-flus tipped with plastic,

minnows, or wax worms. Once you find these fish it’s usually not hard to entice them to

bite.

Take these important stepsTake these important stepsTake these important stepsTake these important stepsTake these important steps
to prevent invasive speciesto prevent invasive speciesto prevent invasive speciesto prevent invasive speciesto prevent invasive species

every time you boat!every time you boat!every time you boat!every time you boat!every time you boat!
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FISH ILLUSTRATIONS BY VIRGIL BECK,

COURTESY OF THE WISCONSIN DNR.

Fishing on Lake Redstone can be

both frustrating and rewarding,

depending on your luck

or your homework

—usually a combination

of both is key.

Musky: What a great fish to hook into, probably the hardest-

fighting, meanest, most aggressive fish I have ever dealt with.  For

these toothy monsters, check out areas that have bait fish and

they are usually close by. One of the misconceptions of musky on Lake Redstone is that you

need to be slinging a monster bait to catch one; in my opinion this is not the case. This isn’t to

say that you won’t catch fish on bulldogs or other baits designed to catch musky, but as with

any other fish, “match the hatch.”  How many stories have you heard on Redstone about

someone hooking into one of these beasts on a jig while crappie fishing?  Maybe taking a

crappie while it was on their line?  I try to imitate a crappie when musky fishing, as they are a

staple of the diet of musky on this lake.  I usually throw a ½-ounce spinner bait in white or

white and black.  Other baits that round out my arsenal are swim baits, chatter baits, and crank

baits.  Remember to have equipment that can handle a fish of this magnitude, so as to not

harm them while bringing them in.  I run 65-pound braided line and a heavy-action rod.  Also,

please leave the fish in the water while removing hooks to minimize any damage caused to

them.  Take a quick picture holding them horizontally and not by the gill to make for a healthy

release.

Bass: Although smallmouth and largemouth are both bass, they

have very different tendencies and are usually found in different areas.

Smallmouth usually key in on rocky areas and points like those found

in The Narrows.  Largemouth like bays and especially anywhere that weeds are present.

Smallmouth seem to prefer colder, deeper water while largemouth are most often found in

shallower, warmer waters. This isn’t written in stone, just an average of where I’m going

depending on which I would like to catch.  For baits, I love the pig’n’jig on Redstone, usually in

black/blue or white/white, and a crawfish color works also.  When the water warms a buzz bait

is also a good choice on the weed beds.  If nothing else is working for me, I’ll switch to a slow-

rolled spinner bait in white or purple.  You can bet if I’m fishing for bass, these three baits will

be tied on 100% of the time in my boat.

by Gary Herritz

{{{{{Inspect and remove aquatic plants, animals, and mud from

boat, trailer, and equipment before leaving the landing.

{{{{{Drain all water from boat, motor, live wells, bait buckets,

bilge, and other containers before leaving the landing.

{{{{{Ice your catch; don’t leave landing with

any live fish, bait, or fish eggs.

{{{{{Dispose of unused bait in trash,

not in the water or on land.

{{{{{Rinse boat and equipment with hot or high pressure water

OR dry boat for at least five days. www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/CBCW



Following additional discussions with DNR staff and revisions to the original document,

the District voted not to proceed, at this time, with any action against the DNR and its

Critical Habitat Report for Lake Redstone.

In March, 2008, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources released a draft

report which identified 20 areas of Lake Redstone as deserving Critical Habitat

protections.  That sparked a wave of protests from local residents, which crested at the

August 2 LRPD Annual Meeting, where a motion was made, seconded, and passed by a

majority of the members present, that the District seek an injunction against the DNR to

stop the Critical Habitat Designation.

LRPD Board members reiterated their anxiety

about how the Designation would affect local property

owners during a meeting with DNR representatives in

December.  The DNR agreed to revise the Critical

Habitat Report to address the Board’s concerns, and an

updated report was released the following month.

At the District’s subsequent regular meeting in

February, the Board voted not to proceed with the

injunction at that time.

DNR Regional Director Lloyd Eagan and Regional

Water Leader Ken Johnson again met with the Board in

April, after the report had been revised.  According to

LRPD Chair Jim Mercier, the DNR provided Board

members with a direct comparison between the “old”

and the “new” reports “so we knew exactly what was

changed.”

The updated report spells out more specifically

how the Critical Habitat Designation applies to private

landowners, and includes a table showing how

permitting for twelve specific activities, such as repairing

riprap, removing plants, or building piers, would be

affected.  Another key change, Mercier indicated, was

the removal of language concerning land-use practices

above the Ordinary High Water Mark.  The report now

clearly separates these upland recommendations and

labels them as “encouraged, but not regulated by DNR

permits.”

The Department also pledged to monitor all

permit applications over the next year, and report back

to the District how the new Designation impacted those

projects.

While Mercier describes LRPD Board members as

somewhat divided over the decision to shelve the

injunction, no further action is planned at this time.

“The Board feels that many of the questions they had about the Critical Habitat

report have been either answered or removed from the report,” he said.

“From my perspective, we’ve tried to listen to the comments and be responsive,”

the DNR’s Eagan remarked. “If in the future, there are some issues, then we’ll consider

revisions, but at this point, we don’t have any problems to fix!”

To review the updated Critical Habitat Report, visit the DNR web site at

www.dnr.wi.gov/lakes/criticalhabitat/final.asp and scroll down to “Lake Redstone.”S

Board Relaxes Opposition

to Revised DNR Report

Critical Habitat Designation

How Are Landowners Affected?

The revised “Designation of Critical Habitat”

report issued by the DNR in January includes more

detailed guidelines on how the Designation will

impact the permitting process for individual

landowners.  For instance, Appendix A includes

the following example of how the program affects

waterfront landowners:

“Structures – Some projects to place

structures in a waterway are exempt, and

don’t require a permit. However, if the

project is located in a designated Critical

Habitat area, a general permit or individual

permit may be required. For example,

riprap repair or replacement is generally

exempt from permitting if specific design

criteria are met.  However, repair or

replacement of existing riprap within or

adjacent to a sensitive area is not exempt

and requires a permit. Additionally,

sensitive area designations are a

consideration in the analysis of individual

permit applications.”

Copies of a table listing the implications for a

dozen specific activities will be available at the

LRPD Annual Meeting on August 1, and can also

be viewed as part of the larger report at

www.dnr.wi.gov/lakes/criticalhabitat/final.asp.
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Cyanobacteria or “blue-

green algae” blooms are

most common between

mid-June and late

September, and often

resemble “pea soup” or

spilled green paint.
IMAGES COURTESY OF THE MINNESOTA

POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY.

Blue-Green Algae
Remains Health Concern
“Blue-green algae” include several species of bacteria which are common in Wisconsin

ponds, lakes, and other slow-moving waters.  Together known as cyanobacteria, these

organisms can reproduce quickly, and form floating mats or a thick layer of smelly “pond

scum” or “pea soup.”  These large concentrations or “blooms”

may seem to appear overnight, and can be blue-green, brown, or

reddish-purple in color.  Lake Redstone has experienced several

episodes of blue-green algal blooms in recent years, and the

phenomenon continues to concern residents and the LRPD alike.

Unlike true algae, cyanobacteria do not benefit the aquatic

food chain—simply put, very few other creatures eat them.

Instead, dense concentrations of cyanobacteria can reduce light

penetration and consequently hinder the growth of plants and

phytoplankton that higher species depend on.  Fish populations

can suffer as a result.  Fish kills can also be triggered when a large

bloom dies, sinks, and decomposes, consuming the lake’s

dissolved oxygen.

Human and other animals are also vulnerable to the effects

of cyanobacteria.  Some species of blue-green algae naturally

produce toxic substances which are released when the bacterial

cells rupture or die.  People and pets may be exposed to the

toxins through skin contact, ingestion, or inhalation (for example,

while motor boating or waterskiing).  A wide range of symptoms

are possible, depending on what toxins are present, including:

l Skin rashes, hives, and eye/nose/throat irritation;

l Headache, fever, and muscle or joint pain;

l Vomiting, diarrhea, and nausea; and

l Seizures, paralysis, or respiratory failure.

Because of their smaller size, children are more vulnerable

to poisoning.  Dogs can also be particularly susceptible to the

effects of blue-green algae, since their fur can become coated with

algae which is then swallowed during self-cleaning.

While algal blooms themselves are quite conspicuous, the

toxins produced by blue-green algae don’t affect the taste, odor,

or appearance of water.  Without any easy test to determine when

toxins are present, lake users are encouraged to be cautious when

encountering algal blooms:

44444Avoid contact with scum layers, large mats, and other visible blooms of algae;

44444Don’t use raw water for drinking, cleaning food, or washing camping gear;

44444Don’t try to boil contaminated water as this may release more toxins from the algae;

44444If you come in contact with a bloom, wash off thoroughly; and,

44444If you pet comes in contact with a bloom, wash off your pet’s coat to prevent the pet

from ingesting the algae later.

The most effective strategy to reduce or prevent cyanobacteria blooms is to control the

amount of excess nutrients, such as phosphorus and nitrogen, that reach the lake.

Landowners can play a vital role in reducing algal blooms by limiting the use of fertilizers;

keeping leaves, sticks, and other yard debris out of the lake; and maintaining a vegetative

buffer strip along the shoreline to filter runoff.

Compiled from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and the Minnesota

Pollution Control Agency.  For more information, visit http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/

bluegreenalgae/ or http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/clmp-toxicalgae.html.S


