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In February, LRPD was informed that the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) had approved its application for an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Education Grant.
This grant will support a number of different activities outlined in the Aquatic Plant
Management Plan, including: protection, preservation, and enhancement of native aquatic
plant communities;  annual monitoring and mapping of aquatic plants;  herbicide
applications and coordinated manual removal to control AIS and nuisance growth of native
plants;  and several education activities.

Lake residents should have received a letter describing our plans from Cason &
Associates, who will perform the herbicide treatments.  Briefly, the District plans to perform
early spring whole-bay treatments (similar to those performed in Swallow and Martin-
Meadowlark bays last spring) in Cardinal, Oriole, and a portion of Chickadee bays.  Later in
the summer, we plan herbicide spot treatments in locations that have nuisance levels of the
most common AIS in Lake Redstone, Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum).

Many of the grant-supported activities will
provide opportunities for Lake Redstone residents
to participate.  For example, we will implement a
program to enable residents to manually harvest
aquatic plants along their shoreline.  For residents
who live in a sensitive area, a DNR permit is
required to perform manual harvesting.  In June,
we will hold a workshop to help residents properly
identify Eurasian watermilfoil and allow interested
residents to sign up to be included on the DNR
permit application that the LRPD will submit.

It is important for the District to know where
manual harvesting is being done and how much,
as this information may impact the results of fall
survey studies which are used to select the best
bays for whole bay treatments.

Watch the LRPD web site
(wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.laker.laker.laker.laker.lakeredstonepd.oredstonepd.oredstonepd.oredstonepd.oredstonepd.orggggg) and the Lake
Redstone Property Owners Association electronic
newsletter for updates and details on the manual
harvesting program and other AIS education grant
activities.S

Lake Fair 2015 on June 27 was an educational and

fun community event enjoyed by over 300 people

at the Dutch Hollow Clubhouse.

For a recap and more photos, see page 6.
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by Ken Keegstra, LRPD Secretary

Grant Offers Opportunities

for Resident AIS Control



Recognizing that phosphorus pollution continues to be a major problem at Lake
Redstone, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has included the
lake on its draft list of “Impaired Waters.”  Published every two years, the list
includes water bodies that do not meet water quality standards and may not support
fishing, swimming, recreation, or public health.  Lake Redstone was first added to
the list in 2014, and continues to be considered a high priority site.  Approval of the
list by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is expected in June.

Excessive phosphorous promotes the growth of algae and depletes the water of
oxygen, which can affect the water
quality and overall health of the lake.
Major sources of phosphorus include
fertilizer from farms and yards, soil and
organic matter washed into the lake,
and past phosphorus deposits released
from sediment at the bottom of the lake.
Statewide, roughly 40% of impaired
waters owe that designation to
excessive phosphorus.

Three comprehensive research projects have been conducted on Lake
Redstone: by the UW-Madison Institute for Environmental Studies (1981); by the
DNR (1996); and by Barr Engineering (2007).  The last two studies specifically
examined how phosphorus was reaching the lake, with the results summarized in
the table above.

Note the significant change in internal loading.  Internal loading is a
consequence of accumulated phosphorous on the lake bottom.  When bottom
waters becomes stagnant and lose
oxygen, the phosphorous is
released from the sediment and
back into the water column to
pollute the lake.

LRPD has historically
designated water quality as a top
priority.  It affects the recreational
use of the lake, fishing, aquatic
life, property values, and public
health.  Since 1996, the District
has conducted regular water
sampling in the lake and
watershed streams in Sauk and
Juneau counties.

Volunteers measure and
report the following data from
three lake sampling sites:

l Phosphorous levels;

l Chlorophyll levels (algae);

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Volunteers (from left) Paul Burke, Ken

Keesgstra, Don McCune, and Chuck

Ecklund display some of the tools used to

monitor Lake Redstone and its tributaries.
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Phosphorus loading at Lake Redstone

Source    1996 (DNR)        2007 (Barr)

Big Creek tributaries 42% 21%

Drainage runoff/rain 29   6%

Internal loading 29% 73%

by Thomas Walters, LRPD Commissioner
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The LRPD Annual Meeting will be Saturday, August 6 at the La Valle Town
Hall, 314 Highway 33/58.  There will be coffee and donuts at 8:00 a.m., with
the meeting beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Two commissioner seats are up for election
this year.  If anyone is interested in running for one of these positions, please
contact any Board member.  A meeting reminder, along with the proposed
budget and biographies of Board candidates should arrive by mail around the
middle of July.

LRPD is a tax-funded organization.  Anyone who owns property in the
District contributes to our operating budget.  About 1% of your property tax
goes to the Protection District.

This year the District has been very busy with our aquatic plant
management program.  One other project undertaken last fall and this spring
was the hiring of a firm to give the district a report on how much sediment has
settled in the bays on the lake.  This report will be very beneficial in
determining what bays need to be dredged and at what cost.  We hope to have
this all in place for the Annual Meeting.

Please mark the date above on your calendar and plan to attend.
Everyone’s input helps the District determine what is to be done.S

Annual Meeting Slated for August 6

Phosphorus . . . CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

l Oxygen levels at two foot increments surface to bottom;

l Water temperatures at two foot increments; and

l Water clarity using a standardized Secchi disk.

These monthly measurements are taken during the growing season, April
through November, along with some winter readings, and reported to the DNR
through the Citizen Lake Monitoring Network.

Earlier this year, LRPD was awarded a Lake Planning Grant of nearly $3,000
from the DNR to assist in managing our lake.  The goals of the grant are to educate,
monitor invasive species, develop management strategies, treat aquatic plants, and
help manage the 19,200-acre watershed.

The District’s Water Quality Committee is charged with developing a five-year
Comprehensive Whole Lake Management Plan (CWLMP).  Reacting to
phosphorous loading will be a major component of this plan.  Dave Blumer, of Lake
Education and Planning Services, LLC, has been instrumental in procuring grants
and recommending strategies which will enable us to move forward with this
ongoing effort.

It is imperative for us to continue to not only work closely with all property
owners and watershed neighbors, but also with the Town of La Valle, Sauk County,
Juneau County, the DNR, and U.S. Department of Interior.

We would like lake property owners and hired landscapers to help manage
these important water quality issues by doing the following:

üüüüüAvoid discharging grass clippings and leaves into the lake;

üüüüüAvoid phosphorous fertilizers and toxic chemicals on your lawns;

üüüüüDeter geese with effective foliage buffers; and

üüüüüCreate 3-foot minimum foliage buffers on your shoreline to slow runoff and
erosion, and consider a rain garden.  DNR “Healthy Lakes” grants are available.S

by Jim Mercier, LRPD Chair



In the spring of 2015, the Lake Redstone Protection District (LRPD), with the aid of
the Juneau County USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office,
completed a large conservation project in the upper reaches of the Lake Redstone
watershed.

This project was designed to control gully erosion on farm fields run by
Mauston grain farmer Alan Voss.  The project consisted of installing five grassed
waterways and three dry dams, stopping active gully erosion and eliminating
sediment from entering into the West Branch of Big Cr
between the LRPD and NRCS consisted of 80% of the project, with the remaining
20% coming from Mr. Voss and the landowner

Construction was performed by Kendall T
was performed by Mr. Voss and his family.  In a few weeks, weather per
remaining two waterways and one dry dam will be constructed, completing this
project.  All told, an estimated 69 tons of soil is being held back from Lake
Redstone.  Through the continued collaboration of LRPD, NRCS, and the
agricultural community of Juneau County, the watershed continues to improve.

For the third year in a row, LRPD will partner with the Juneau County Land
Conservation Department to hire a summer intern.  Though hired by and reporting
to the Juneau County LCD, the intern performs a certain amount of work in the
Lake Redstone watershed.

Interns are students attending universities within Wisconsin and are
preferably local residents.  Their job description includes working across
the county to identify areas that could be helped by conservation practices.
One key aspect to being successful is being able to work with farmers and
landowners to identify problems.  In each of the first two years of this
program, the Protection District paid $2,500 to fund the intern, or about
25% of the total cost.  For 2016, the LRPD has increased our share up to
a maximum of $4,000, approximately 35%.  This will allow more work to
be done within the northern watershed.

In addition to contributing funds to the intern, we have also allocated
money to contribute towards cost-sharing projects with Juneau County and
landowners there.  Sharing costs for conservation practices is vital to their
completion and success.  Most cost-sharing projects operate with the landowner/
operator paying 20% of the costs and the government body paying the remaining
80%.  By implementing these practices, conservationists have been able to make
remarkable gains in water quality throughout the country.

 In 2014, intern Trevor Rundhaug was able to build some very positive
relationships throughout the watershed.  We went into that year knowing we had to

LRPD/NRCS teamwork keeps

69 tons of soil out of Redstone

Sharing costs for
conservation

practices is vital to
their completion

and success.

by Jon Field, NRCS District Conservationist (Juneau County)
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by Nathan Johnson, LRPD Sauk County Representative

This grassed waterway in Juneau County

helps control soil erosion and reduce the

amount of sediment reaching the

tributaries of Lake Redstone.
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remaining two waterways and one dry dam will be constructed, completing this
project.  All told, an estimated 69 tons of soil is being held back from Lake
Redstone.  Through the continued collaboration of LRPD, NRCS, and the
agricultural community of Juneau County, the watershed continues to improve.S

do some research and start identifying places where we could make a difference.
His work identified several problem areas that have been contributing to increased
sediment and nutrient loading into the lake.  We used his research to schedule work
that would be performed in 2015.

We continued our partnership with Juneau County and their summer intern in
2015, when the first five projects were completed.  The two most common practices
implemented were grassed waterways and dry dams.  Just like they sound, grassed
waterways are long strips of grass that run along paths that water travels during rain
events and snow melts.  Dry dams are built of dirt and rocks to slow the cascade of
water as it moves down a hillside. The dams collect sediment, preventing it from
entering waterways and eventually lakes.  Rock chutes are used with dry dams to
provide a mechanism for water to travel down deep slopes without
eroding the soil.

Conservation practices in our area will be getting a boost over
the next four years after Sauk County, along with other counties that
share the Baraboo River watershed, was awarded a $2 million grant
to implement practices that would help reduce the amount of
phosphorus reaching the Wisconsin River.  As of now, 16 projects
have been selected for Sauk County landowners living in the Baraboo
River watershed, totaling more than $500,000.

Moving forward, we should be able to combine our efforts with
those of the local county conservation offices to improve conservation efforts that
will hopefully lead to better water quality in our lakes and rivers.S

LRPD/NRCS teamwork keeps

69 tons of soil out of Redstone

Town of La Valle Chair Ray Demaskie,

farmer Alan Voss, and LRPD Commissioner

Tom Walters inspect a berm that on limits

runoff on property where Voss grows grain.

16 projects have been
selected for Sauk
County landowners,
totaling more than
$500,000.

by Jon Field, NRCS District Conservationist (Juneau County)
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Lake Fair 2015 offered the opportunity to

learn about lake-related issues, check out a

variety of products, enjoy a boat tour, swim

in the pool, and appreciate a beautiful day

on Dutch Hollow Lake with neighbors.

Thanks to our local artisans and vendors

who shared their wonderful products,

services, and generous door prizes, along

with those who contributed their

knowledge of lake ecology, aquatic

invasive species, boater safety, lake

monitoring, monarch butterflies, sandhill

cranes, geese management, and more.

 Sauk County Planning and Zoning

sponsored a Recycled Art workshop

where kids found new creative uses

for things most folks just toss out.

An educational game regarding

lake ecology was a big hit at Dave

Blumer’s table. A generous donation

of fishing poles from Kids and

Mentors Outdoors (KAMO)

highlighted Tom Miller’s fishing

contest for kids.

 This was a wonderfully

coordinated volunteer effort by LRPD,

the Dutch Hollow Lake Property

Owners Association, and Lake

Redstone Property Owners Association.

 We especially want to thank the La

Valle fire and police departments and

the incredible crew of volunteers who

transformed the clubhouse and helped

load and unload vendors.S

Photos and text by Tom Happ and Geeg Drum.

Lake Fair 2015 a Great Success!
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ShorShorShorShorShoreland Restoreland Restoreland Restoreland Restoreland Restorationationationationation
Shoreland landscaping, as its name implies, is the practice of restoring
the healthy transition between land and water.  Typically, a plan will
include a shoreland buffer zone—an area of native vegetation along the
water’s edge. It can extend both onto the land and into the water.  The
goal of creating or restoring native vegetation in a buffer zone is to bring
back the ecological habitats that are reduced or lost by traditional
lawns.

Shoreland restoration differs somewhat from the traditional
gardening approach.  Rather than modifying the site with fertilizers and
continuous, long-term cultivation, as is often necessary when you plant
a garden, this approach attempts to re-establish native vegetation that
once grew with the existing soil, moisture and sunlight conditions.
Once established, native plants are superior to non-native plants for the
specific site conditions found along your shoreline.

Vegetative buffers can return or maintain many desirable features
to your shoreline.  At a minimum, shoreland buffers present a seasonal
array of colors, textures, aromas, and wildlife activity.  They can
maintain or restore the natural qualities that keep us so strongly
attracted to our living shores.

Owners of shoreland property

often bring with them traditional

landscaping ideas centered on the

conventional residential yard.

Sometimes that means a

manicured lawn extending to the

water’s edge. Unfortunately, that

carpet of green can cause serious

problems for the adjacent lake.

A natural shoreline is a bridge

between two worlds. Studies

show that there can be as much

as 500% more diversity of plant

and animal species along a

natural shoreline compared to

upland areas.  When we change a

natural shoreline to a lawn, we

damage more than that rich

mosaic of life.  We could also be

contributing to water pollution.

Building a home and establishing

a lawn can cause seven times the

amount of phosphorus and 18

times the amount of sediment to

enter the water compared to a

natural shoreline.

But lakeshore property owners

can help prevent these negative

effects by rethinking the idea of

tradition. Instead of transplanting

urban traditions to the natural

lakeshore getaway, why not retain

the traditional Wisconsin

lakeshore? Leave a buffer of

natural vegetation along the

shore!

Reprinted with permission from UW-Extension’s ShorShorShorShorShoreland Stewareland Stewareland Stewareland Stewareland Stewardshipdshipdshipdshipdship

SeriesSeriesSeriesSeriesSeries.  Text developed by Robert Korth and Tamara Dudiak.  For the full

fact sheet, or others in the series, stop by your county Extension office, call

877-947-7827 or visit http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs.

Photo by Lisa Reas, courtesy of UW-Extension Lakes.

Which

Tradition?
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Take a Stake in Your Lake!
Here are a few simple ways you can help

enhance Lake Redstone and

protect your property investment:

lllllProtect your property from soil

erosion by maintaining

shoreline buffers;

lllllEstablish a rain garden;

lllllUse low- or no-phosphate

detergents;

lllllEnsure proper maintenance of

your septic system;

lllllKeep hard surface on your

property to a minimum;

lllllChoose zero phosphorus fertilizer

or use no fertilizer at all;

lllllProperly dispose of household

hazardous wastes and medicines;

lllllKeep garden refuse, grass

clippings, leaves, pet waste, and

campfire ashes out of the water;

and

lllllDon’t feed the geese.

You can learn more at:

lllllwww.dnr.wi.gov/lakes

lllllwww.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/

lllllwww.wisconsinlakes.org/

Lake Redstone Protection District
Protecting and rehabilitating the water quality of Lake Redstone for its residents and the public.

Board of Directors
Jim Mercier, Chair (608) 985-8218 mercijm@mwt.net

Glen Choroszy, Treasurer (608) 963-8213 choroszyg@firstweber.com

Ken Keegstra, Secretary (608) 985-8259 ken.keegstra@gmail.com

Tom Happ, Commissioner (608) 985-8156 thapp@mwt.net

Tom Walters, Commissioner (608) 985-7030 walterstom51@gmail.com

Ray Demaskie, Town of La Valle Representative (608) 985-8033 raydemaskie@townoflavalle.us

Nathan Johnson, Sauk County Representative (608) 415-8657 njohnson@co.sauk.wi.us

Protection Connection edited by Rob Nelson (608-356-7662; rob@nelsonadmirals.com).

Regular meetings of the Board are scheduled for the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
at the Town of La Valle Hall, 324 Highway 33.

Agendas posted at the La Valle Post Office, Town of La Valle Hall, Hartje’s Travel Center, and

Market & Hardware of La Valle.

Agendas, minutes, newsletters, and other information always available at

www.lakeredstonepd.org


